Statement by the plaintiffs and lawyers of the Tokyo-Gaikan Expressway lawsuit
GHREHRDRER - #EH)
The Tokyo District Court must immediately issue a preliminary injunction
against the Tokyo-Gaikan Expressway (BRI ERIRINERR) !
Ministry of Land,Infrastructure,Transport and Tourism(MLIT)
(E 38 %&), the Tokyo Metropolitan Government (BRIE#BFF) , and the two NEXCO
companies must immediately stop construction and MLIT, the Tokyo Metropolitan

Government must abolish the“ Law on Special Majors for the Public use of Deep

Underground”(LDU) ( TKREMTOAXMERICET 245FEEE] ) !

On December 23, Judge Mari Mokudai (BfXEH¥) of the Tokyo District Court
declared the end of the hearing (%) on the application for a provisional injunction
(fR40%3) to stop the digging of shield machines for the Tokyo-Gaikan Expressway. A

decision by the district court is expected as early as January.

In May 2018, it was discovered that Oxygen-deficient air(#£ /X Z2%.. fatal dose E 3t &)
coming up from underground by the digging work was discharged into the Nogawa
River(%JIl) above the tunnel. And in May last year, a provisional injunction was filed for
suspension of digging as the situation could lead to accidents below floor level. Five months
later, a road and the foundation of a house sank directly (ffd %) above the tunnel in Chofu
City(§A ™), and three huge holes(Z2 i )were discovered underground, which revealed the
potential danger of this construction and it turned out to be inevitable to stop the operation.
However, the hearing ended. The respondent (the defendant), who had initially said that
they would take measures to prevent recurrence and ensure safe construction, offered no

explanation or any concrete measures to prevent these accidents urged by the court.

In the first place the provisional injunction was requested in order to temporarily
stop the ongoing situation and eliminate the danger for the time being. However, after
more than a year and a half since the application was filed and the trial dragged on with

11 hearings (&) , two NEXCO operators and the MLIT had already resumed (i)



construction work in some areas. They also started ordering the residents out, pulling
down houses, reinforcing ground and making vacant lots around the accident areas.

We protest in great anger against the MLIT and NEXCO, which ignore the problems
of oxygen-deficient air, cave-ins and underground cavities, and have resumed
construction work. We reiterate our demand that the Tokyo District Court make a fair
and square decision to stop the construction based on the conscience and the sense of
human rights of the judges.

We also demand that MLIT and NEXCO immediately stop the construction of the
Tokyo -Gaikan Expressway, which they have failed to explain even in court, and that
the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, which approved the project, seriously review and
stop it. At the same time we demand that the Tokyo Metropolitan Government clearly
show an attitude to abolish the unconstitutional LDU immediately.

In the first place, this was a massive development plan in 1960s. Now the situation is
completely different, though, it is still underway in this 21st century. The project was
planned as a high-level overpass but it was laid underground without any ground
investigation or geological survey. Even though technique is not enough for the
operation, they continue careless piece of work, saying “there would be no problem for
the life above ground”, which was all lies. As a result the cave-in(ff&:%) accident
occurred. Furthermore, the operator did not explain the details of the work at the time
of the accident, such as what exactly happened, who and how it was dealt with, and
even not reveal the daily work report. It cannot be true to prevent these accidents when
the management on the construction is unclear with neither enough information nor
inspection.

Around the construction site, residents are still suffering from health problems by
vibrations or low frequency noises, cracks in a house and the increase in tremors during
an earthquake. While the operator would agree to repair the damaged houses, it has
already begun negotiations to demolish the houses directly above the areas, clear the
land, and reinforce ground with absurd explanation that the weakening of the ground
has occurred just above the construction site.

Residents around these areas are worried when their houses collapse, raising doubts
or distrust in demands for relocation and purchase. Their community bond nurtured by
neighbors’ exchanges has destroyed and the city is being divided. We will never allow

the situation like this.



At this point, we strongly call on all the persons concerned to make a courageous

decision.

(End)
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